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Painter boxing clever in the wilds of Cork

Artist Sarah Walker has used her sons’ boxing as the inspiration for her latest exhibition
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mavement of the figures’ Artist Sarah Walker in her studic on the pier, Castletownbere, Co Cork. Photograph:
Walerie 0" Sullivan ‘_3) Dear Leo: Spliting parental
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0 The Boxing Diaries is the story of a mother of three teenage bovs, two of
whom are keen boxers. I grew up in Dublin 4, the daughter of an architect and
an art eritie; we spent all of our holidays in Bothar Bui, the house that my 4  Bemadette McAliskey 'l am
father designed in the Beara Peninsula in west Cork. astounded | surived. |
@ made mad decisions’
@ In the cluster of buildings that is Bothar Bui, there is a large studio that many
artists used. In 1991 I decided to spend a couple of months there, to enjoy the Fy Micheiin star street food chef
seclusion and benefits of the countryside working away from the hub of fo cook in Dublin

Dublin.

As it turned out, I never left. I married a fisherman from Co Clare and we had () My Oz visa is up but | don't
three sons. They grew up plaving Gaelic football along with all their want o go home. What are

my oplions?

schoolmates, but my eldest son was mad about boxing since the age of about H

two and even before he could actually talk

7’ |5 ‘sitting t!'|e new smoking?'
For about nine vears he begged and cajoled us into letting him take up boxing. :i-lfg:;,:ﬁaqu“ the sedentary -
There are no clubs within easy reach of Everies where we live, but eventually I } -
gave in and brought Seamus to Bantrv Boxing Club, about an hour’s drive -
away. This club was started by Andy Kerins who has kept it going for more 8  Ross OCamolKely:

officially name this Rebbin i
Island

than 10 years practically singlehandedly, working voluntarily with untiring
commitment to a group of voung people.

Boxing is a far cry from the teenage sports I grew up with in Dublin, whereI =~ Q) The five-minute maks-up
. . . . E . face fix

took part in swimming, tennis and hockey; my brothers’ main sport was rughy

and my husband Kieran’s sport was hurling. Seamus went on to compete in

the National championships and over the last five vears he has won four

county titles and four Munster titles. My vounger son Emmet soon joined 10 E“’e t:e_ "GDﬁ Um‘” D_”":j
. d glre Witnout the grin
Seamus in the club and started to compete as well; he has won two county fmogﬁ—,- - y

tifles and one Munster title.
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For the last six vears we have driven the length and breadth of the country,
taking part in various shows and in the national championships. It has opened
up a whole new world of experience for me.

T've never felt that T have uprooted myself from Dublin as I visit there and
other cities regularly. It is very satisfying to be in Ireland, the country of my
roots but with a completely different perspective. When I grew up, evervwhere
outside of Dublin was “down the country™; since living in Cork I have a
different view and since travelling with boxing I have an even wider
perspective.

As soon as Seamus started to progress through the championships, I found
myself completely drawn in to the world of boxing. I was hooked. I had never
felt anything like the thrill of his winning his first Munster final and I got
completely caught up in the excitement of the wins and the disappointment of
the losses.

Seeing how much effort Seamus was putting into the training, running on the
cold, wet, dark country roads, training constantly on the bag at home, denving
himself any unhealthy foods. It was hard not to take it as seriously as he did.
Emmet started out enjoying the club socially, but then got more serious as he
entered competitions as well.

T had painted figures often over the years, runners, cyclists, usually a single
small figure in relief within a large landscape. I was looking at stance and
movement and I realised that boxing would be a great opportunity to play

with the movement of the figures. I use the paint in a sculptural way forming
muscle and fabric out of the paint itself.

T was taken with the engagement between the trainers and referees and the
voungsters boxing. The boxers are at the same time brave and vulnerable. The
trainers encourage them and nurture a sense of respect, training them not
only in the specific sport but also a whole set of rules for yvouth development:
respect for one another, trust, discipline, commitment, fitness and even
healthy eating.

All of these lessons are plaved out in the detailed rituals of the sport: for
example touching gloves before each bout, the handshakes at the end of the
match between the contestants, referees, trainers and officials, the hugs
between the opponents.

Also, because of the nature of the sport, great care is taken that the
contestants don't get injured and there’s always a medic on hand.

I have painted Andy giving words of advice between rounds at the corner of
the ring, Andy walking towards the ring with Seamus full of courage and
intent, Emmet facing the wall trving to focus and clear the mind in the
minutes before entering the ring, with Andy onside.

Boxing is a very concentrated sport, made up of go-second rounds
progressing to two-minute rounds as they get older, so naturally it is intense.
was drawn to these moments of intensity; the paintings in the series are all
small to preserve that sense of something short and contained.

T also wanted to picture the watching and the waiting, not only the suspense
leading up to one of my sons’ important contests but also the time spent
sitting through 20 or more other contests.

Travelling long distances and staying in towns around the country, all of this
is the universal experience of being a parent that so many people can relate to.

Living in west Cork and because of this specific interest of my sons, I find that
I have been sucked into a parallel world, one that I knew nothing of before. In
turn, through my enjovment of boxing and engagement with the sport, [ am
bringing that world back with me into my work and into my world.
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Holocaust surviver who became
champion of Franee’s abortion

law
Obituary: Simaone eil

Conservationist, entrepreneur
and founder of North Atlantic
Salmon Fund

. Obituary: O Vigfusson —

Bomn: July 10th , 1842,
Died: July 1st, 2017

German child refugee who made
rewarding life in Ireland

L | Obituary: Slizabetn
(Hohlberg) O'Gorman
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The Boxing Diaries is at the Oliver Sears Gallery , 29 Molesworth St, Dublin 2
until February 1gth, 2015 oliversearsgallerv.com
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