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Oliver Sears: In Residence

Helen Chislett spotlights an irish art gallery popping up in Fitzrovia during Frieze
AS e internationad art crowd Swanms 1o the meltibeaded visual beadt that & Frepe, theve
5 000 gallerst eschewing the London fasr for someahing of 2 wery diferent scale and
timre. Dublin-based Oliver Sears, whose eponymos gallery opened in I depihs of the
Iish recession i 2000, & taking over 2 towshouse in Loadon's Fitzrovia for the month of
October with 2 sellng exhibition fesngly eatitied i Residence, The show has been curated
by respociod art consultant Brian Kenaedy, who has brought together 2 stimulating
sediction of paimtng, photography, sosipture, deugn and pphed arts, As well a5 piaces
by tumiture designes Joseph Walsh, leading Coramicist Sara Fiynn, rencwned paintes
Heghie O’ Donoghue (sech as Yelow Man L pictured lefl) and “funciional solplor™ Sasha
Sk, There & one masterpeece o view that's bound to caurse a par boular quevey of
xchement: A previously pebicly ursoen work By Lucian Freond - 3 version of Donegal
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Gallery

Ceramic shows to see this September and October
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IN RESIDENCE

A smiling Irish eye.

Writer Helen Chislett
Visitors 1o London this fall would do well to indude In Residence, a pop-up exhibit of contemporary Irish
art organized by noted Dublin gallerist Oliver Sears, in their must-see exhibition list.

Havieg dealt privately for many years, Sears made the decision to open his eponymous gallery in 2010,
Since then, Sears has made his mark with a succession of inspired shows—inclding 2014 highly-
acclaimed Vase, Vessel, Void—often, although not exclusively, focusing on the work of Irish artists,

Sears’s pewest exhibition, In Restdence, in collaboration with curator Brian Kennedy, is a collection of
works “rooted unashamedly in landscape and the fgurstive,” Keanedy explains. Like Vase, Vessel, Void, In
Restdence consists of works of fine and applied ast alike, by a total of 29 artists and makers. Ceramicist
Sara Flynn's sleek porcelain vessels and woodturner Liam Flyan's vases are shown in harmony alongside
painted works by heavy-hitting contemporary talents Hughie O'Dosoghue and Colin Davidsan

Also featured ks Toronto-born palater Stephanie Rowe, who has lived in Ireland for the last ten vears.
Rowe's unlll «scale, pattted re-creations of Blm stills create the Husion of voveuristically pecking into

| Of Rowe, Sears says, “Her compositions inbabit a stylized sixties film world,
bul the xlimdt are often ant collectors looking at objects. Somebow ber painting ge 1o be
simultaneously exquisite art abjects and a pastiche of the act of looking at an.” Rawe's work will be
showeased together with a never-before-seen private commission by Lixian Freud—worth millions—as
well as a particularly evocative charcoal rendering of a horse by Belfast-born artist Laurence Riddell, who
s currently showing a solo exhibition at Oliver Sears’ Dublin gallery (ustil October 8th). The cascading ash
swirls of internationally acclaimed furniture star Joseph Walsh's | ia I table canmot (nor could
be) missed.

Far from the hustle of Frieze Art Fair's Regent Park location, Sears chase to bold In Residence in the
Georgian Group's headquarters, Six Fitzroy Square, in London’s Fitzrovia district. Sears attributes the
choice to the hulding’s undeniable handsomeness, as well as its approachable scale. “A carefully curated
exhibition in an appropriate space that runs for a month offers the viewer so much more than three white-
washed walls in a giant maze,” he explains of his decision, “Art,” Sears adds, “is best viewed in space and
time.”
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